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ADVERTISING INFORMATION  

Advertising in ñBottlebrushò is Free for non-
profit organisations and events that benefit the 
Heathcote High School community. This would 
include such organisations as local sporting clubs. 

Advertising for other organisations, businesses and 
events is charged at the following rates (NOT 
including GST): 

 

$15 for a business card size advertisement  

$25 for a quarter page advertisement  

$50 fo r a half page advertisement  

Any enquiries regarding advertising in 
Bottlebrush  are to be directed to the Editor  

Cover Photos:  (clockwise from top left) Robert Harper and his 
dartboard; Year 7 Science Zoo excursion; HHS Mountain bike team; 
Year 9 Child Studies excursion 

PRINCIPALôS REPORT 
 
Tuesday 22 September 
was the official launch 
of the Community of 
Schools on the Park .  

The Community of 
Schools on the Park  
consists of students 

and teachers from 
Heathcote High School, 

Engadine High School, Engadine Publ ic School, 
Engadine West Public School, Heathcote Public School, 
Heathcote East Public School, Helensburgh Public 
School, Marton Public School, Minerva School, 

Waterfall Public School, Yarrawarrah Public School and 
the Royal National Park Environmental Edu cation 
Centre. Our schools work cooperatively to provide the 

best opportunities for all students.  
 

What M akes t he Community of Schools on 

the Park  Special?  
 
The Community of Schools on the Park  (COSOTP) has 
been forged to showcase and provide outstanding 
quality teaching and learning opportunities for 
students in our unique bushland setting. Our strength 

as a community of public schools, Kindergarten to Year 
12, lies in the fact that we are ideally positioned to 
share expertise, facilities and programs to e nsure that 
all of our students reach their potential in a positive, 
supportive and caring environment.  
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Twelve schools working together cooperatively allow 
us to coordinate resources and programs to give all 

our students every educational advantage.  
  
Ale xandra Rosewall and David Kalatzis , two of our 
Year 10 students, compe ered the launch, held at 

Engadine West Public School. The combined COSOTP 
band and choir showcased their skills, partner primary 
school students also entertained the audience and a 
wall hanging, created by Heathcote High School 
Textiles students, was presented at the launch. 
Heathcote High Schoolôs handwork efforts were 
inspired as a result of close collaboration with all our 

partner schools.  

The day concluded with Year 2 students from t he 
COSOTP Primary Schools rotating through a tabloid of 
Science activities under the guidance of students from 
Engadine and Heathcote High Schools.  

The Community of Schools  on the Park  is a terrific 
initiative which will benefit all our students and ensure  

close and ongoing links with our partner primary 
schools.  

Year 12 (2009)  

Year 12 students are approaching the end of their time 

at Heathcote High.  

Inevitably they will be feeling a mixture of emotions. 
There may be some sadness that thirteen years of 
schooling is almost over ï so much of their life and 
their energies have been invested in this time. There 
will also be some sense of excitement (and even 

anxiety) about what may lie ahead for them. There are 
so many possibilities and opportunities ï once th ey 

have negotiated the HSC Exams.  

As they prepare to leave us, it is a fitting time to 
acknowledge their really positive contribution to the 
school community. They have been a great group, and 
will be missed. We wish them all well for their 

performance in the HSC Exams and for the future.  

This is also an opportune time  to thank the outgoing 
Captains  Amy Underwood and Ben Lane , and Vice 
Captains Kahlia Bowden  and Joshua Toope  for their 
excellent leadership in 2009. They have been inspiring 
student leaders. T heir enthusiasm, initiative and 
commitment to the school and its values, has been a 

wonderful example to younger students. Much 
appreciated also has been their willingness to work 
with senior executive on all student issues. On behalf 
of the whole school c ommunity, I would like to thank 

them for their outstanding contribution.  

Friends and family of our graduating Year 12 cla ss are 

invited to attend their f ormal Graduation Assembly  
on Friday 2 October at 9:15am in the school hall.  

We look forward to seeing you there to help celebrate 
the achievements of these students.  

Deadly Kids  

It was with great pleasure that I attended Sydney 
Regionôs inaugural 2009 Deadly Kids Doing Well 
Awards  held on Friday 18 September at the Carriage 

Works Theatre, Eveleigh. In Abor iginal English, the 

term "Deadly" means talented/impressive/an achiever . 
For example, each year within the  Aboriginal 

performing arts community in Australia  the "Deadlies" 
are awarded to  high achieving artists and performers.  

Jade Mi eszkuc at the 2009 Dead ly Kids Awards  

 Year 10 student Jade Mieszkuc  was the proud 
recipient of the 2009 Deadly Kids  award. This 

prestigious award recognized Jadeôs consistent, 
diligent efforts, her mature approach to her studies 

and her high achievement. It was a wonderful even t 
with many proud parents, teachers and students 
celebrating our high achieving Aboriginal students 
from schools across the region.  

2010 School Captains and Vice 
Captains  

It is with pleasure that I announce the results of 
recent  elections for the schoolôs student  leadership 
team for 2010.  Congratulations go to Captains  
Samantha Garrick and Kurt Philpot , and Vice 
Captains Cassandra Austen  and Azan Mc Cumstie -
Turoa .  

All these students have been long standing members 

of the schoolôs Student Representative Council but 

they underwent a rigorous process in order to be 
elected for these positions. They participated in the 
College of Candidatesô leadership training day and 
presented speeches as to why they deserved these 
positions, to their fellow Year 11 students and to the 

school staff. I am confident that these students will be 
a wonderful leadership team and represent Heathcote 
High School with distinction, following in the tradition 
of past leadership teams.  

Congratulations also to the other Year 11 students w ho 
nominated for these positions. Their participation 
strengthened the selection process. It takes 

considerable courage to speak to seventy staff about 
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your leadership potential. They are sure to gain as a 

result of their involvement.  

HSC Major Works, Proj ects and 
Performances  

Heathcote High is widely recognised for the 
achievements of our Year 12 students in subjects 
requiring major works and projects. Every year we 
showcase their works at our HSC Expo event.  

This year family and friends enjoyed performanc es by 

our HSC Music and Drama students. They also had the 
chance to see a display of the high quality projects and 
portfolios of students completing Industrial Technology 
(Wood), Industrial Technology (Multimedia),Visual Arts 
and the Society & Culture PIPs .  

The HSC Expo event complemented our Designers on 

Parade evening held some weeks ago, where the 
major projects of Textiles & Design students were 

modelled. Our students also recently completed their 
projects for English Extension 2 and History Extension,  
once again reaching a very high standard in their 
submissions.  

The projects and major works prepared for HSC 

assessment are often the product of hundreds of hours 
of planning and effort by our students. They can be 
justifiably proud of their project work,  and are 
expected to continue the Heathcote tradition of 
outstanding results in this area of HSC study.  

VET Excellence Awards  

Mrs Joanne Chesterfield, VET Coordinator , and I 
recently attended the 2009 Vocational Education and 
Training Excellence Awardsô breakfast held at the 

Sutherland United Services Club. This ceremony, 
hosted by Sutherland BEN (Business Enterprise 

Network) acknowledges high achieving students. This 
year's  very worthy recipients were Year 12 students, 
Ricky Dodson  for Metals and Engineeri ng, and 
Alannah Scott  and Daniel Walsh  for Hospitality. 
These awards are a great honour and a reflection of 
Ricky 's, Alannah 's and Danielôs talent and 
commitment.  

Daniel Walsh,  Relieving Princip al Gai Primmer , Alannah 
Scott and Ricky Dodson  at the VET Exc ellence Awards 

ceremony.  

2009 ZONTA International Young 

Women in Public Affairs Award  

The Young Women in Public Affairs Award  aims to 
encourage young women to pursue careers and seek 
leadership in public policy, government and volunteer 
organisations and i s open to young women  aged  16 -20 
years. This year the school was privileged to have 
Cassandra Austen (Year 11)  successful  as one of 
only six finalists in the Sydney Region. Cassandra was 

acknowledged at a Presentation Dinner held recently.  

Cassandra was r ecognised for her many impressive 
achievements, for her academic ability, public 
speaking and debating skills and her sporting 
achievements. Cassandra has been a long standing 
member of the SRC and was elected to the State 

Student Representative Council.  She has been 
involved in the Federal Governmentôs Values Education 
Project, helping develop the óShire 4 Valuesô  initiative, 

was a founding member of the Sydney Regionôs Youth 
Environmental Network and a co - founder of the 
schoolôs Environmental Committee, representing the 
region at the Sydney Climate Change Forum. 

Cassandra was also chosen for the UBS Investment 
Banking Young Womenôs Leadership Program. 

Cassandra Austen and Relieving Principal Gai Primmer 

at the ZONTA Young Women in Public Affairs Award s 

Outside of school, Cassandra undertakes volunteer 
work for the Salvation Army, organising the retail 
section of their shop at Helensburgh and has organised 
charity drives. Cassandra also initiated contact with 
our Local State Member of Parliament, Paul McL eay , 

and as a consequence was invited to meet with him at 
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his Parliamentary Chambers in Macquarie Street to 

discuss youth issues and offer suggestions to address 
these concerns.  

It is fitting that Cassandra should be recognised with 
the ZONTA award nomin ation.  

BER Projects  

The Federal Governmentôs Building the Education 
Revolution  building initiatives will commence during 
the upcoming school holidays at Heathcote High 
School. These holidays, the girls and boys toilets and 
change rooms will be refurbished  with anti graffiti 

painting occurring and replacement of mirrors. Soon 
after, the Food Technology and Hospitality kitchen will 
be equipped with new commercial appliances, 
including dish washer, refrigerator and salamander, a 
new coffee machine and additio nal stainless steel 
bench space.  The PDHPE Gym staffroom will also be 
extended .    

Congratulations to . . .  

¶ Nikki Henson (Year 9)  who has been selected by 
a regional panel of representatives from 
government and non -government schools, the RSL 

and the Hist ory Teachersô Association to progress 
to the state level selection panel for the 2010 
Premierôs Anzac Memorial Scholarship.  Nikkiôs 
application for the scholarship spoke of her 
interest in Australian history and its significance in 
the development of Aust ralia. We wish Nikki every 
success at the State level of this competition.  

¶ Our successful public speakers and debaters , 
Kevin Bragg, Zac Naoum, Sarah Pritt  and 
Arielle McDonald  (Year 10)  who are to compete 
in the semi finals of the Sutherland Shire Debati ng 

Competition, Maree Koutzoumis  (Year 9)  and 
Arielle McDonald  who made it to the final eight 

in the Sutherland Public Speaking Competition and 
Arielle McDonald,  a finalist in the Legacy Public 
Speaking Competition.  

¶ Year 10 students, Amber Davis, Caitlin I rvine, 
David Kalatzis, Alex Parker, Matt Radandt  and 
Jessica Saggers , who recently attended the 
Observatory Hill Environmental Centre. These 

students were involved in a presentation called 
Water Tight . The Principal of the Environmental 
Centre contacted th e school to say how impressed 
she was with our students and that we should be 
very proud of them. We expect nothing less of our 
students but it is wonderful when people take the 
time to contact the school to let us know when our 

students bring credit to th emselves, their families 
and Heathcote High.  

¶ Heathcote High students who  have participated  
in the Heart Foundationôs Jump Rope for Heart. 
Over the past years Heathcote High students have 
raised $3,541.55 for research projects into cardio -

vascular disease.  
¶ Jake Hammond (Year 12)  for receiving the very 
prestigious Australian Olympic Committeeôs Pierre 
de Coubertin Award. This Award acknowledges 
elite sporting performances, but more importantly 
recognises the student who, through their 
participation in sport,  demonstrates attributes of 

fair play and respect for others.  Jake has 

particularly excelled in the sports of athletics and 

touch football but his excellent sportsmanship has 
been consistently recognized.  

¶ Chris Reznicek - Bradley  and David Parkes  
(Year 12)  and Lachlan Hay  (Year 11) , three 
members of the victorious Sydney East Softball 
team who recently won the State Titles. For 

Heathcote High School to have three 
representatives in this winning side is a wonderful 
achievement. Chris and Lachlan were also sel ected 
in the NSW representative side. Thanks must also 
go to Mrs Therese Baker who once again coached 
and managed this side.  

¶ Jack Becker (Year 8) , Ryan Ilett (Year 11)  Ella 

Nelson (Year 8) , Alexander Parker (Year 10),  
Liam Rapley (Year 10) and  Dale Scott (Year 12)  
,for their selection in the Sydney East Region 
Athletics team.  

¶ Liam Rapley (Year 10) , selected to compete in 

the World Triathlon Championships held on the 
Gold Coast.  

¶ Jim Clarke and  Ben Mc Kinnon (Year 8)  who 
achieved a silver medal in the 6 hour 1 8 th  Annual 
Lake Macquarie Rogaine held recently near the 
Mount Sugarloaf State Conversation area. For 5 
hours  and  57 minutes the boys climbed and 
descended ridges and travelled through dense 

scrub to achieve this very impressive result.  
 

Gai Primmer  

RELIEVING PRINCIPAL  

 

 

Heathcote High School  

50 th Anniversary Fair  
On 6 th March 2010 the P&C Association will be 

holding a fair to celebrate 50 years of education at 
Heathcote High School. We will be holding cake, 

plant and book stalls.  

Please start putting aside  any second hand books 
that are in good condition that you wish to donate. 
Collection dates will be held later in the year.  Also 
any keen gardeners out there, start taking cuttings 
or propagating plants that we could sell on the day.  

Are you or someone yo u know interested in holding 
a stall at our fair?  

When :  Saturday 6 th March 2010  

Where : Heathcote High School (outside the Hall)  

Time :  9.30am until 3pm (set up by 9.00am)  

Stall Size :  3mX3m                                                           
(vehicu lar access to sites is restricted)  

Cost :  $35.00 per site  

If you are interested in holding a stall on the day or 
require any information about the day, please 

phone Karen on 0423 151737.  
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FACULTY NEWS  

Science  

Australian Science Competition  

Almost 200 Heathcote High Science students participated in 
the Australian Science Competition, and once again they have 
scored some excellent results. Schools from every Australian 
State and Territory compete, along with schools in a number 
of other countries.  

The school's best result was obtained by Michael Tuovinen  
of Year 12, who scored a High Distinction, an incredible 
performance as students have to finish in the 99th percentile, 
i.e. they have to be in the top 1% of NSW! Another notable 
performer from Year 12 was Alexander Ewings , who scored 
a Distinction with a percentile rank of 98 - so close! 

In Year 11 two students achieved Distinctions: Harley Broer  

(98) and Dane Brockmann  (93). Year 10 had a number of 
strong performers, with Distinctions going to Kevin Bragg  
(98), Peter Rundle  (94) and Zac Stunnell  (92). Louise 
Blanch (97) achieved the top mark in Year 9, with other 
Distinctions going to Keeran Hooper (93), Tara Wells (91), 
Nikki Henson  (89) and Marshall Robson (89).  

Ben Smit -Colbran  (98), closely followed by Ben Kemp  (97), 
both achieved Distinctions in Year 8, while Jordan Creasey  
(90), scored a Distinction and the best result in Year 7.  

Congratulations to all of the students who entered the 
competition, but especially to those listed above, and to the 
following students who all achieved Credit awards:  

Year 12  Caitlin Bills, Rebecca Derbridge, Nick Lowe and Kevin 
Williams 

Year 11 Christina Plotikoff, Matthew Southwell and Cameron 
Fenner 

Year 10  Rebecca Heffernan, Jarrod Small, Amber Davis, Amy 
Gillman, Tyler Irwin, Tim McMillan, Chris Munn, Zac Naoum 
and Simon Rundle 

Year 9 Michaela Scott, Declan Creasey, Anthony Dawson, 
Brendan Hill, Lexie Johnstone, Jay McGuiness, Sally Prestoe, 
Erinn Stanley, Nancy Tran and Joshua Wilkinson 

Year 8  Daniel Michel, Connor Nash, Brandon Paul, Shane 
Slade, Grady Smith and Alex Tuovinen 

Year 7  Madison Aroney, Laura Denniss, Stuart Derbridge, 
Bradley Drew, Dylan Gee, Lauren Irvine, Jade Philip, Samuel 
Ridge and Shane Dargan  

Mr G. Stibbs (Head Teacher Science) 

Year 7 Taronga Zoo  Excu rsion  

by Bradley Munn  

On Wednesday 26 August 2009  all Y ear 7 students, 
along with the Year 9 M arine  and Aquaculture 
Technology class,  travelled by bus to Taronga 

Zoological Park. Year 7  went to the zoo for the topic 
"Classification ", while  Year 9 went to study marine 
mammals . 

Throughout the day most of us went to a bird show, a 
seal show and to the education centre to learn a bit 
about classification. There were many other places we 

went, like the elephant trail, reptile enclosure and the 

frog tanks.  

 
At t he bird show we saw some amazing birds. One of 
the birds we saw flew as low as it could go above 
everyoneôs heads from trainer to trainer. One of the 
trainers then chose someone from the audience to pick 
one of two rocks for her to put a tape recorder with  a 
frog sound on . The trainer then played the sound and 

the bird flew down from a tree and put its head under 
the right rock.  

At the seal  show the trainers got the three seals to do 
some amazing tricks. The seals came in all different 
sizes. The smallest o ne 's best move was when he 
jumped into the water from a rock l edge above the 
pool. The medium -sized seal 's best trick occurred  

when the host was telling us that their predators are 
sharks , and  it made a shark im pression with its flipper 

while  powering thro ugh the water on its side.  

 
At the education centre the teacher told us about the 
invertebrate animals and the vertebrate animals. The 

teacher then let us touch the frog, snake and possum.  
After a long, but fun day everyone assembled at the 
entrance so we  could get on the buses and come back 
to school.  

We would like to thank the Science teachers for 
taking us on a great excursion .  

 


