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ADVERTISING INFORMATION  

Advertising in ñBottlebrushò is Free for non-
profit organisations and events that benefit the 
Heathcote High School community. This would 
include such organisations as local sporting clubs. 
 

Advertising for other organisations, businesses and 
events is charged at the following rates (NOT 
including GST): 
 

$15 for a business card size advertisement  
 

$25 for a quarter page advertisement  
 

$50 for a half page advertisement  
 

Any enquiries regarding advertising in 
Bottlebrush  are to be directed to the Editor  

 

 

PRINCIPALôS REPORT 
Sydney Region Awards for Heathcote 

High  
Following on from our extraordinary success in winning 
seven regional awards in the last two years, the school 
has just been informed that again this year, two 

Sydney Region and Service Awards have been 
awarded to Heathcote High School. Schools and their 
staff rarely get the recognition they deserve for the 
outstanding things they achieve and it is wonderful to 
see this formal acknowledgement.  
 

Lorraine Smith received an award  for outstanding 
service by a teacher. Lorraineôs deep concern for her 

studentsô welfare and learning progress has ensured 
that she is widely respected by the entire school 
community. She is re cognised as a master teacher of 
Geography, Asian Studies and Business Studies. 
Lorraineôs contributions to HHS, however, extend well 
beyond the classroom in her role as Year Adviser, 

commitment to anti -discrimination and social justice in 
her role as the A nti -Racism Contact Officer, 
involvement of her classes in charity projects, 
supporter and organiser of whole school sporting 
programs and mentor to younger teachers. Lorraine 
exemplifies the values of public education ï respect, 
fairness, compassion, inclu sivity and integrity and is a 

richly deserving recipient of this award.  

 
Relieving Deputy Principal Jo Chesterfield, Award Winner 

Lorraine Smith, Relieving Principal Gai Primmer and Relieving 
Head Teacher Welfare Kirk Grinham  

 

The school received an award  for outstanding 
achievement in student leadership and 
mentoring strategies. The school has always 
emphasized excellence and opportunity and we believe 

in promoting a school culture where student well -being 
and engagement in learning are nurtured and 
enhan ced. Our many student leadership and 
mentoring initiatives offer opportunities to our 
students to grow socially and morally, and to achieve 

to their maximum potential .  
 

Leadership initiatives include the Leadership 

Passport  to improve student participatio n and 
recognise their sustained commitment to the school 
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and community, Peer Leadership  and Peer  

Mediation  where senior students mentor younger 

students and assist them in resolving minor conflicts, 
our vibrant and active Student Representative 
Council  and  the College of Candidates  program, 
implemented to build on the capacity of our students 
as effective young leaders and to prepare leadership 

aspirants for the captaincy role.  
 

Heathcote High Schoolôs mentoring strategies include 
the PALS (Partners at Lea rning Strategy) 
Program  which assists Year 6 students in their 
transition to High School, the Triple M (Mentoring, 
Masculinity & Mateship) Program devised to 
improve boysô engagement in learning and instil life 

skills, build self respect and resilience, pr imary 
linkages programs  such as óPrimary Maths 

Challengeô and óYear 4 High School Student for a 
Dayô. 
 

This award is a fitting recognition of the staff at the 
school, particularly past and present Year Advisers, 

SRC Coordinators, the Head Teacher Welfare a nd 
welfare team members.  
 

Denise Lyell was also honoured with an award 
nomination for her outstanding service as a teacher. 
Denise is an excellent teacher of English and Drama 
and a passionate advocate for her subject areas, 
initiating Drama as an elective  subject for our junior 

students an d successfully pioneering HSC  Drama in the 
school. She has directed a number of musical 

productions and her experience as a teacher, director 
and expertise in video making led to her involvement 
in Regional Drama festival s and Rock Eisteddfods. 
Deniseôs commitment to studentsô well-being was also 

evidenced by her role as Year Adviser.  
 

The awards ceremony at the Australian Golf Club was 
a fitting tribute to the wonderful people and programs 
happening at the school. These awards are 
achievements to be proud of and ones we should 
celebrate.  
 

School Development Day  
The school development day at the beginning of this 

term was a very busy but valuable day. All staff were 
expertly trained by Adam Bass  and Sarah Lackey  
from the PDHPE Faculty in Emergency Care 

Procedures.  Sarah and Adam also upgraded staff in 
Resuscitation and then went to Heathcote Primary 
School to do the same for their staff. Geoff 
Thorncraft  and Wayne Sommerville , two experts on 
staff in computer technology, shared their expertise 
and ensured all staff are well equipped for the future 
challenges of the digital revolution.  
 

ANZAC Dawn Service  
Our School Captain Benjamin Lane  accompanied me 
to Heathcote RSL Sub Branchôs ANZAC Dawn Service 
during the school holid ays. Thank you to Ben, to 

Heathcote RSL Sub Branch for their invitation and to 
Heathcote Services and Citizens Club for their 
hospitality. On behalf of Heathcote High School, I had 
the honour of laying a book, which will benefit a local 
community organisat ion, at the memorial. It was 

wonderful to see so many families and young people  

taking part in this dawn service.  Once again, this was 

a very moving ceremony and a fitting tribute to all 
those who died and served in military operations for 
our country.  
The whole school also paid tribute to our service men 
and women. This service was organised by Kirk  

Grinham , Relieving Head Teacher Welfare and a 
member of the History faculty , and most ably run by 
students Arielle  Mc Donald , Sarah Pritt  and Peter 
Rundle .  
 

Finance Report  
Below is a summary of the schoolôs finances for 2008 
(as taken from the Annual School Report). It covers 
funds for operating costs and does not involve 

expenditure areas such as permanent salaries, 
buildings and major maintenance.  
 

Date of financial summary: 30/11/2008

Income $  

Balance brought forward 407 662.94

Global funds 457 950.28

Tied funds 235 872.85

School & community sources 540 498.41 

Interest  33 642.06

Trust receipts 152 504.55

Canteen   0.00

Total income 1 828 131.09  

Expenditure

Teaching & learning

           Key learning areas 196 192.37

           Excursions  56 810.82

           Extracurricular dissections 264 595.47

Library 16 646.73

Training & development  1 310.00

Tied funds 238 562.47

Casual relief teachers 103 289.42

Administration & office 194 954.15

School-operated canteen   0.00

Util ities 69 980.06

Maintenance 46 284.05

Trust accounts 165 644.46

Capital programs 45 110.63

Total expenditure 1 399 380.63

Balance carried forward 428 750.46
 

 
A significant percentage of the balance carried forward 
is committed for programs and projects for this year 
and no discretion exists to channel the funds in 
another direction. What is left is directed by the 

schoolôs finance committee into teaching and learning 
programs.  
 

Parents will note that the global funds from the 
Department of Education and Training are quite 
modest,  and that we are dependent on our own fees 
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and contributions to support our quality educational  

programs. It is the m oney we raise each year 

which enables us to provide the enrichment 
programs and activities.  On behalf of the school 
community, I would like to express my sincere thanks 
to parents who support their children by paying the 
scheduled school and subject contri butions.  
 

NAPLAN 2009  
All Year 7 and 9 students joined thousands of students 
across Australia in sitting for the 2009 NAPLAN 
(National Literacy and Numeracy Tests). Students 

were tested on language conventions and writing, 
reading and numeracy. The results  of this testing 
provides the school with valuable diagnostic 
evaluations of student performance that will help in 

the development of individual learning programs, 
school program adjustments and whole school 
planning. Parents will receive a detailed report  on their 

childôs performance and results.  
 

Year 6 Enrichment Program  
Heathcote Highôs Year 6 Enrichment Program got off to 
a terrific start once again this year. Twenty gifted and 

talented students from our local primary schools will 
gather each Wednesda y throughout Terms 2 and 3 to 
share an exciting range of activities, all focussing on 
óThe Futureô.  Already students have discovered their 
particular learning styles and preferences, participated 
in team building and trust activities and visited NIDA. 

Fut ure learning experiences will include an 

archaeological dig, excursion to ANSTO, creative 
ventures into art, music and film making and abseiling.  
Ms Sharleen Burns , an English and Drama teacher 
on staff, who has completed advanced studies in gifted 
and ta lented education, will once again lead the 
program. Going on last yearsô program evaluations, I 

am certain students will not only be intellectually 
challenged and extend their skills and knowledge but 
will also have great fun.  
 

Year 7 Camp  
The Year 7 Camp for 2009 was held for three days at 
Narrabeen. Despite some rain the students had fun, 
participating in a number of activities including 

canoeing, archery and the initiative experience. They 
also worked with their Year 11 peer mentors during 
one day on tea m building exercises. These year camps 
offer important extra -curricula activities and allow 

students and staff to relate and bond in a different 
learning environment.  
 

Examinations  
Semester One Exams  have been run  for Y ears  7-11. 

This is a very busy time o f year and students need to 
be totally focussed on their learning. They should be 
preparing for these major assessments.  
 

Athletics Carnival  
A reminder that Friday 29th May  is the Schoolôs 

Athletics Carnival , to be held at Sylvania Waters 
Athletics Track. This is a compulsory school day and all 
students are expected to attend. Students need to 
dress in their house colours. This day is always most 

enjoyable and another opportunity for learning and fun 

beyond the classroom. Good luck to all competitors.  

Shire  Blood Donor Centre Opening  

I had the pleasure of attending this month, on behalf 
of Heathcote High, the official opening of The Shire 

Blood Donor Centre located at 29 Kiora Road Miranda. 
The Centre was officially opened by Her Excellency 
Professor Marie B ashir, Governor of New South Wales 
and James Harrison, OAM Rh Anti -D Donor, who has 
given blood over 600 times! It is a very impressive 
facility and Heathcote High is on the Vampire Shield 

waiting for our students to donate blood. The SRC will 
be organisin g this shortly.  
 

I was reminded at this occasion of the importance of 
giving blood. Each week 21,000 donations are needed 

to help people with cancer, those needing surgery, 
burns victims, premature babies and mums - to -be. 
Blood has a short shelf life and a steady supply of 

blood is needed to meet the everyday care of people 
around Australia.   After a year of not donating blood I 
have booked my next donation, being reminded that 
one blood donation can save three peopleôs lives.  
 

Laptops for Learning  
The Com monwealth Governmentôs Digital Education 
Revolution has meant that every student in years 9 -12 
in NSW public schools will be provided with a wireless 
enabled specialist educational laptop by 2012. The roll 
out of the laptops will commence with students in Year 

9 beginning in July and August this year.  The laptop 

will be allocated to Year 9 students for use when 
enrolled in a public school and will be taken home each 
day to be charged, ready for use the following day. I 
have included in this newsletter an i nformation sheet 
for parents of students in Y ear 9 to explain this 
further.  
 

For students in Years 10 -12 the school will receive an 
allocation of additional laptops as a resource bank. The 
goal is to increase computer access across years 10 -12 
to a 2:1 ra tio. These additional computers may include 
medium and long term loan to students, class sets and 
library loans. Recruitment has begun to provide a full 
time Technology Support Officer in Secondary schools 

with enrolments in Y ears 10 -12 of more than 100 

st udents.  
 

The focus at Heathcote High School always remains on 
teaching and learning and with the added tool of 
laptops for students, teachers at Heathcote High have 
already undergone extensive training and development 

in the use of technology. Already impr ovements have 
been made in system bandwidth and the schoolôs 
network infrastructure. Interactive whiteboards, a 
videoconferencing facility and innovative software 
have been purchased. Laptops will provide another 
motivation to engage students in their lear ning and 
see a connection between what they are learning and 

the world beyond the classroom.  
 

On the subject of technology, you will be aware of 
recent media on the use of mobile phones to send 
provocative images. This is an issue of concern for 
parents o f adolescents. Our students are very aware 
via school assemblies, police liaison officer talks and 
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through curriculum areas such as Personal 

Development, Health and Physical Education of the  

message ï donôt post images of yourself and donôt 
distribute any sent to you.  I have also included in this 
newsletter a fact sheet for parents: Safe Sexting -  No 
such thing.  Also in this monthôs Click magazine , child 
psychologist Kimberley OôBrien explains to James 

OôLoghlin what sexting is and how it happens. You can 
listen at www.schools.nsw.edu.au/click.  
 

Heathcote High 50 th  Anniversary 
Celebrations  
Plans are progressing wel l for Heathcote High Schoolôs 
celebrations in 2010. We have a very energetic and 
enthusiastic organising commi ttee of current and ex -
teachers an d students who have planned events for 

Friday March 5 th  and Saturday March 6 th  to include 
tours of the school, a fair and Saturday night dinner. 
Please mark these dates on your 2010 calendar as we 
would love all current and past families to join us for 
the se celebrations.  
 

For ex -students and staff we have set up a database of 
anyone interested in being added to a contact list for 

information about the anniversary celebrations. If you 
would like to be involved in the Saturday fair, our P&C 
President, Sue Ke nnedy would love to hear from you. 
Also, if you have anything at home showing the 
schoolôs past ï uniforms, photos, old report cards, 
anything of interest ï we would  love to borrow it or 

simply copy or scan it for display. If you have any 

enquires or offe rs of assistance  please contact the 
school ( 9520 9488).   
 

Congratulations also to the Helensburgh community on 
its 125 th  Anniversary celebrations this year!  
 
 

Congratulations to  . . .  
¶ Craig Mear , of the History Faculty for his excellent 

interview on ABC R adio National on 3 rd  May on 
Robyn Williamsô Ockhamôs Razor Program.  Craig is 
an experienced, passionate history teacher and 
has done extensive historical research into the 

appearance of smallpox in the Indigenous 
population living around Sydney Harbour in  1789. 

Craig investigated the reason smallpox struck 
down and virtually wiped out Sydney's Aboriginal 
population, and along with it, much of the complex 
social structure these people had created over 

thousands of years.  This interview was based on 
the pub lished paper Craig wrote for the Journal of 
the Royal Australian Historical Society . The 
transcript, audio or podcast of Craigôs interview is 
available on the ABC Radio National website.  
Radio National is broadcast on over 260 
frequencies around Australia , the largest single 

network in the country. Our students can only 
benefit from Craigôs knowledge and expertise.  

 

¶ Robert Nurthen of Year 12 2008 who was awarded 
the very prestigious University of Sydney 
Scholarship with Merit.  I had the pleasure of 
atten ding, on behalf of Heathcote High School, The 
University of Sydney Scholarships Presentation 
Ceremony held in The Great Hall. Here, Robert 

received from The Chancellor, Her Excellency 

Professor Marie Bashir, his scholarship. This is a  

very great honour for  Robert and will pay for his 
university fees to study a Bachelor of Applied 
Science in Diagnostic Radiography over four years. 
Robert was a dedicated student of Heathcote High 
and is a very worthy recipient. His hard work, 

coupled with the support from his  family and the 
staff at Heathcote High have been formally 
acknowledged.  

Robert Nurthen  
 

¶ Cassie   of Year 11 was one of only fifty students 
from New South Wales, Victoria and the ACT to be 

chosen for the UBS Investment Banking Young 
Womenôs Leadership Program which was held over 
five days during the school holidays at The 

University  of Sydney. Cassie  shared 
accommodation with current Sydney University 
students and had the opportunity to meet and 
learn from a range of successful leaders in 
business, governmen t and television. Courses on 
ethical leadership, compromise and mediation, self 
presentation and career and work path discussions 

were held. The program culminated in a 
graduation dinner with Tania Major, the Young 
Australian of the Year. Cassie is a membe r of the 
schoolôs Student Representative Council and has 

already put her fair and ethical leadership skills 
into practice.  

 

Tania Major with Cassie Austen  
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¶ Sarah (Year 10)  Zoe  (Year 11) who had the 

honour of being selected to participate in the 

University of Wollongongôs Women in Engineering 
Program. Sarah and Rebecca ,  also of Year 10, 
were selected to attend the Siemenôs Summer 
Science School at the University. Heathcote High 
has  established  strong links with the University of 

Wollongong and it i s wonderfu l to see our  students 
being involved in Science and Engineering 
programs there.  

 

¶ Daniel  of Year 12, one of ten finalists for the 
Radisson High Flyers Program. Daniel is competing 
in the Commercial Cookery s ection.  

 

¶ Mitchell   for being selected to repres ent Australia 

in the Under 19 National Cross Country Mountain 

Biking team at the recent World Cup events in 
Offenburg, Germany and Houffalize, Belgium. 
Despite some mechanical problems with his bike 
Mitchell placed sixth in an event in Lugano, France 
and s ixty fifth in the World Cup. Mitchell hopes to 

make the World Championships to be held in 
Canberra in September this year and is training 
hard in preparation for this.  

  
¶ All our TAFE Taster  students , including Year 10 

Hospitality students whose TAFE teache r described 
the group as óan absolute delightô. They are 

ómature, attentive and appreciativeô.  
 

¶ Marton Football Club for their donation to the 

school of two soccer balls recently presented on 
our school assembly. This was in appreciation of 
HHS allowing M arton Football Club to use our 
playing fields. This was an unexpected, but very 

much appreciated donation.  
 

¶ Heathcote Public School , winners of our Open 
Night ñLearning Togetherò wall hanging. 
Students from all our partner primary schools 
contributed to th e painting of the wall hanging and 
entered their name into a draw. The winning 
student came from Heathcote Public School and 

the wall hanging was accepted by Principal Sandy 
Chad and students, Sienna Bosworth -Gonzaga and 

Zane Piggott.  

 

Gai Primmer  

RELIEVING PRINCIPAL  

 

50th Anniversary Celebration Dinner 
 

As a culmination of the 50th Celebrations in 2010 a Gala 
Dinner will be held. This dinner is an opportunity for past 
and present students and staff to get together, catch up 

and celebrate 50 years of Quality Education at Heathcote 
High School. 

 

Please feel free to book your tickets or even organise a 
table of ten people through the front office. Payments can 

only be made as whole payments and receipts will be 
issued. Payment can be cash, credit card  (visa & 

mastercard), or EFTPOS. 
 

When: Saturday 6th March 2010 
Where: Doltone House, Sylvania Waters 

Time: 7.00pm 
Cost: $100pp (includes 3 course meal, 

beverages & entertainment) 
For group bookings please supply names and the contact 
details of all guests and nominate the person in charge of 

the table. 
 

Hope to see you all there. 

For any enquiries contact: 
Jo Chesterfield 

9520 9488 

 

 

STUDENT EXCHANGE AUSTRALIA  
 

In July 2009, students, aged 15 ï 18 years, from over 15 

countries will be arriving in Australia to study at local 

schools for 5 or 10 months.  Opportunities exist to act as 

a host family in a volunteer/unpaid capacity.  Hosting 

can be on a temporary, short or long term basis. 

 

Host families help provide our students with the chance 

to study and experience life in Australia.  This is a great 

way to learn about another country and culture, establish 

a lifelong link to a family in another country and 

contribute to international goodwill.  If your family can 

offer a friendly, supportive and caring home 

environment, contact us today. 

 

To learn more about this opportunity call Student 

Exchange Australia on 1300 135 331 

or visit our website: www.studentexchange.org.au 

 

http://www.studentexchange.org.au/
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HEATHCOTE HIGH  

CROWNED MOUNTAIN 
BIKE  CHAMP IONS!  

 

Heathcote High School is once again the Australian 
Champions , taking out the title at the 2009 
Interschools Mountain Bike Championships that were 

held on Friday 20th February to Sunday 22nd 

February. The championships were held at Thredbo, 
NSW, and featured three events:  Downhill (DH), 4X, 
and Cross -Country (XC) events.  
 

The Interschools event gives  MTB (Mountain bike) 
riders  a special chance to experience mountain biking 
and the enthusiasm and energy of this popular sport in 

a competitive, educati onal and supportive atmosphere.  
 

Heathcote High proved itself the strongest team in the 
comp etition  by taking 30 riders and totally devastating 
teams from Barker College and Knox Grammar, taking 
out 18 individual titles and 11 team trophies. The team  
was also lucky enough to have c oach Dylan Prohm , ex -

student and an Au stralian Mountain Bike champion just 

recently returned  from the world titles in Italy , for 
some helpful tips on the best lines to take down the 
hill.  
 

 
 
Mitchell  and Zoe  of Y ear 11 had outsta nding rides 

and were crowned King and Queen of the Mountain , a 
title awarded to the overall best riders of the 
comp etition . 
 

A special thank you to Mr Moon for his commitment 
and inspiration to organise this fantastic program, and 
the parents who gave up t heir time to experienc e the 

thrill of the hill, fix bikes, organise food and provide  
rider support. It is a big team effort!  
 

Canôt wait until Thredbo 2010 . . .  
 

Mrs J Mullins  (Supervising Teacher )  
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FACULTY NEWS 
 

History  
 

So far itôs been a busy year with a wide range of 
activities taking place in History.   
 

A great attraction has been St George Regional 
Museumôs ñPATH OF THE DRAGONô display which was 

set up in the library. This travelling exhibition 
presented the history of Chinese migration to the St 
George and Sutherland areas. Many parents and 
students took the opportunity to visit the display on 
Open Night.  
 

The two Year 11 Ancient History classes also 
undertook T he Rocks Archaeology Discovery T our as 

part of their course studies. The highlight of th is tour 
was the visit to Parbury Ruins. This is the site of the 
remains of an 1820s cottage which was discovered 
when the area was being excavated for a new 
apartment building.  As a result, the building had to be 
built over the top of the cottage. Now , th rough an 

access door underneath, tours can visit this 
remarkable archaeological discovery.  
 

Year 12 Extension History students are busy 
researching their topics for their Major Project. This 
academically rigorous subject allows students to select 
their ow n topic and present their findings. The topics 

cho sen include: Nikita Khrushchev -  Dedicated 

Reformist or O pportunist; The Romanov Dynasty; 
Environmental H istory; Hernan Corte s; Marie 
Antoinette and French Propaganda; Greek D rama. As 
part of this process, Mr Mear took these students to 
the State Library.  
 

As well, Mr Mear, a passionate and published historian, 

was honoured by being asked to read his research on 
the smallpox outbreak in Sydney in 1789 (which 
decimated the Aboriginal community )  on ABC Radio.  
We are very proud of his achievement , particularly 
when the listening audience was potentially around 65 
million.  
 

Students have participated in the following excursions:  

the Year 7 site study to the Royal National Park, the 
Year 10 Activity Day and the Year 9 and 10 visit to the 
Police and Justice Museum.  
 

The History Faculty also welcomed Miss Proops to our 
staff.  As well as being an ex -  student of the school, 
Miss Proops is a keen and dedicated teacher who will 

be a great asset to the faculty.  
 

Year 7  Site Study to Royal National Park  
The following reflections are from students in 7I:  
 

Natashia :  
On Friday the 8th of May 7I and 7S went on a History 

excursion. We went to Wattamolla and then we met 
Sue, Dave and Martin ï from the Environmental 
Education C entre. Dave was talking about how the 
Royal National Park has the four most venomous 

animals in Australia: 1 = Brown Snake, 2 = Bull Ants, 

3 = Funnel Web Spiders and 4 = Blue Ring Octopus.  

 
Next we had recess, and then we starte d our walk to 
Curracurrang.  When we got to Curracurrang we got 
our worksheets and learnt about the caves. Next we 
went to see a waterfall and Sue said you can swim in it 

in summer.  
 
Next we went back to our bags and started making 
jewellery from Lomandra  leaves. Then we went with 
Dave to a big cave and he started to talk about 
Aboriginal history. Next he gave us two leaves; one 
was to bite into and suck out the juice (native 

Sarsaparilla). The second was to rub together and 
smell (Lemon Myrtle). Then he gave us berries. I also 
had m y face painted by Dave and it looked awesome!  

 

 

Brittany :  
On Friday the 8th May 7S and 7I, along with Mrs Scott 
and Miss Proops, went for a walk from Wattamolla to 
Curracurrang for our History excursion.  

 
We left after roll call and headed straight onto  a bus to 
take us down to the Royal National Park. When we got 
there it was so windy! We went down to sit on some 
rocks so three guides from the Environmental 
Education Centre could tell us about Wattamolla. One 
of them was Dave, he is Aboriginal and he to ld us how 

he caught and cooked an animal ï it was quite 
disgusting! He also showed us a timeline that showed 
how long Aboriginal people lived in the area. When the 

guides finished talking we had something to eat and 
played around near this little waterfall .  
 
We then got our worksheet and split into two groups. 

We then began our long walk in the bush.  
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Amy :   
One of my favourite things I did on the excursion was 

when we made jewellery; I made a necklace, bracelet 
and an anklet.  

 

Jack :   
My favourite part of the excursion was when Brian, 
Samuel and I tasted the honey from the Banksia  

flowers.  
 

Shaun :   
The thing I enjoyed most about the day was when we 
walked with Dave to this big cave. My group and I 

tried all these different foods. We even tried these 
little berries that were very sour. We also got taught 

how to tell if berries are poisonous or not.  

 

Shayne :   
My favourite thing on the excursion was at 
Curracurrang beach. We got to play on the rocks 

where the water came near us. All of my friends were 
on littl e rocks. A medium wave came and our shoes 
were drenched! Regan and Shayne were soaked up to 
their belly buttons!  

 

Kaitlyn :   
When we got to Wattamolla we sat down and had a 

little talk, or should I say a long talk, about the history 
of the Aboriginal people  who lived in the area and the 
weapons they used. When my group got to the top of 
the hill the sight (of the cliffs and ocean) was amazing!  

 

Keiran :   
When we got to Wattamolla they talked to us about 
the animals that lived in the area and the weapons 
that  the Aboriginals used. Dave, our Aboriginal guide, 
took us to a cave and the track there was very bushy 

with a lot of spiky plants. When we got to the cave 
Dave showed us some of the foods that saved the 
white settlers.  

 

Kayla :   
When we got to Curracurran g we sat on some rocks 
and Dave showed us what tools were used to kill 
animals. Then Dave showed us a timeline of Aboriginal 
history. The best thing I liked about the excursion was 

hanging out with my friends. And the worst thing was 
when I slipped over on  the slippery rocks! When we 
were on our bushwalk Dave showed us what to eat in 
the bush and he also showed us this plant that you rub 
on your cuts to make the pain go away ( Bracken ).  

 

Kieran :   
When we got off the bus at Wattamolla the guides 

talked to us  about the animals the Dharawal people 
ate and how they cooked the animals.   
 

Ross :   
My favourite part of the excursion was when we were 

at Curracurrang beach.  
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Forensic Arch aeology Excursion  

by Brendan  

At the end of Term 1, the Year 9 and 10 Forensic 
Archaeology classes went on an excursion to the Police 

and Justice Museum in the city. The purpose was to 
enhance our understanding of the Crime and 
Punishment Unit that we studied.  
   
When we entered the Museum, we were taken to the 
old court house and show n the evidence about a 

famous Australian Murder case, "The Pyjama Girl 
Mystery" . We watched a news bulletin on the Pyjama 
Girl Murder. After this had finished, we had a tour of 
the rest of the museum. There was a punishment 
room which had replicas of  vario us items such as the 

hang manôs noose. We then went to an amazing display 
of weapons which had been confiscated from criminals 

around the Rocks area over the last century. These 
included stilletos and home made revolvers. We also 
visited a room full of item s connected to the m urder.  

 
After the tour we all went back to the court room and 
acted out the Pyjama Girl Trial. Carlin, Oliver, Nikki, 
Brooke, Sam, Jessica and I all sta rred in the remake. 
We found out that the murder er was the Pyjama Girls's 

husband and that the Pyjama Girl was an immigrant 
named Linda Agostini.  

 

We swapped over with the Year 10 students and went 
to  lunch and ate alongside  the  Millennium , a really big 
cruise ship that was moored at Circular Quay. We then 
walked around The Rocksô Historic sites and over a bit 
of the Sydney Harbour Bridge.  

Science  

 

Careers in Science NSW Minerals 

Council Dinner  
 

Year 12 students enjoyed a Careers in Mining dinner at 
Sutherland Entertainment Centre on T uesday 5th May. 
Samantha, Samantha , Al ex, Liam , Samuel, Darren, 

Patrick , Michael  and Karlee enjoyed a couple of hours 
of presentations from undergraduates, post -graduates 
and industry representatives regarding opportunities in 
the mining sector. The presentations and talks were 
punctuated by a superb three -course meal .  
 

The evening is held each year and is designed to give 

students relevant and unbiased information that will 

enable them to make informed decisions about 
possible career paths. It was great to see so many of 
our Science students both kee n and able to attend.  

 

Mr M. Dowling  
 

 
Mathematics  
 

March was an important month for M athematicians 
world wide with the observing of Square Root Day on 
3rd  (3 -3-09 ) and Pi Day on 14th  (14 -3-09 ï read the 
day and month in reverse ) but the day that had 

grea test involvement from students was World Maths 

Day on 4th March.  
 

Students from 7S and 8S joined almost 2 million 
students from 204 countr ies to correctly answer 
452,681, 681 questions, achieving a world record.  Our 
top ten high scorers were  Brandon, Ashl eigh , Grady, 
Stuart , Jade , Ben, Brian  Marion, Mitchell and Sam .  

Congratulations to all the participants.  
 

Mrs B. Kemp  (Head Teacher Mathematics )  
 

 
English  
  

Extension 2 News  
 

The year is getting hectic for the six students who are 
preparing major wor ks for the HSC English Extension  2 
Course. This challenging course offers students the 

chance to present an extended piece of writing such as 
a short story,  script, film or  selection of poems which 
explores a concept of their own choosing. As the 
course na me implies, it extends the course work that 
students study as part of their English Advanced and 
English Extension 1 Courses.  
 

This year the six students have chosen a number of 
fascinating concepts and a variety of forms through 

which to explore this con cept. As part of their studies, 
the students attended a Workshop Day at Wenona in 
North Sydney .  
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ROCK EISTEDDFOD 

2009 UPDATE  
 

This year students will be competing in the RAW 
division of the 2009 Rock Eisteddfod Challenge.  
 
Rehearsals have begun and thanks  to a dedicated 
team of student representatives our production is well 
on its way with over 80 students involved.  

 
Our student committee, as well as Mrs Lyell and Mrs 
Etcell, have been working hard to develop our theme 
and plan out our performance. The st udent committee 
is comprised of Liesl  and Samantha  (Year 12), 

Jacqui , Charlotte  and Alana   (Year 11) and Arielle  
(Year 10)  

 
Students from Years 11 and 12 are choreographing the 

performance and have so far shown impressive 
creative and leadership skills.  We have also started 
dress rehearsals for some of the students and it has 
been a lot of fun getting dressed up and experimenting 
with some of the props. It has also been great to see 
the number of Year 7 students getting involved and 
showing such enthusia sm for dance.  

 
We are in the process of developing our soundtrack 
and are looking forward to the opportunity to work in a 

real recording studio. There will also be a chance 
further down the track for students interested in 
lighting to work with a professi onal lighting director.  

 

Mrs Mullins and Mrs Chesterfield have been working 
hard on our costumes and they are looking fantastic. 
We are very lucky to have two such talented textiles 

teachers on board and Mrs Mullins has demonstrated 
extreme patience whi le trying to teach me how to sew 
(I think I may have been more hindrance than help). 
Thanks to all those Mums who have put their hands up 
to help out. We will be calling on you soon.  
 

If you would like to read more about our division the 
website is  
 

http://www.rockchallenge.com.au/  
 

Click on the link on the left hand side ñAbout Rawò. 
 

If you have any questions please donôt hesitate to 
contact me at school.  
 

Miss J. Paley  (Rock Eisteddfod Co -ordinator)  

 

 

HEATHCOTE PUBLIC SCHOOL 

2009 FETE 

Are you or someone you know interested in 

holding a stall at our fete???  

When :  Saturday 26 th  September  

Where : Heathcote Public School Grounds  

Time :  10am till 3pm  (set up by 9.45am)  

Stall Size :  3m x 3m  

(Vehicular access  to sites is restricted)  

Cost:  $35 -00 per site  

If you are interested in  holding a stall on the 

day or require any information about the day 

please contact Brenda on 0412 320 523  
 

http://www.rockchallenge.com.au/
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SPORT NEWS  

 

Girls '  Netball  
 

The Open Girls ' Netball team, "The Brushes",  hit  the 
season opener with a flying start at the Regional 
Knockout on March 10. The new look team,  capably 
led by Rebecca  and Alannah , had a resounding win 
over Blakehurst High in the first round match.  

 
In the second round, we faced Lucas Heights in a 
tigh ter match but  we we re  able to pull away in the 
last quarter. We now go through to the Regional Finals 
in August.  

 
Team members a re: Alannah , Rebecca , Jade , Jod i , 

Lauren , Casey ,  Amber  and  Katelyn.  
 
Playing netball in early March was a shock to the  
system for some of our players. I would like to offer 
the following advice for the team.  
 

Casey:  Make sure you warm down properly after 
playing netball for the first time in two years. That is if 

you want to be able to walk the next day.  
 

Katelyn :  When Mr s Scot t tells you to put on sunscreen,  
you need to know there is a reason for this.  
 

Amber : W ell , for a quiet, shy young lady, you certainly 
wonôt take a backward step on the netball court. 
 

Jade:  Never go past the centre circle!  
 

Lauren:  Buy some decent s hoes if you donôt want to be 
able to play the second game.  
 

Alannah:  Remember not to look at the umpire.  
 

Thanks to the parents who came along and supported 
us on the day!  

Mrs C. Scott (Coach)     

 

Open Girls '  Touch  
 
The Open G irls ' T ouch team played their first game in 

the NSWCHS knockout competition against Strathfield 
Girls ' High, resulting in a  very comfortable 14 -2 win to  
our team.  
 
It was particularly good to see our outside players 
score most of the tries. Indications are that this year 's 
team will b e as good as last year 's. The new players    

fitted in well and played up to my high expectations. 
The veterans,  all showed their excellent ability.  
  
This looks like another great year for the Heathcote 
girls ' touch and hopefully we can go a couple bette r 
than our 4 th  in NSW last year.  The n ext two games 

are scheduled for early  May at Solander Fields and this 
will incorporate the Sydney East Open Girls ' Touch 
representative trials. We should have a number of 
players in this team.  Results will appear in th e next 
issue.  
  
Thanks to Mr Geoff Stibbs for being both bus driver 

and referee.  
      

 Mr Steve Brandtman  (Coach )  
 

Open Rugby League : Heathcote 
Triumphs over Arch R ivals  

 

The Heathcote Open Rugby League team began the 
year determined to defend their title  as Cronulla 
Sutherland champions. Their first game against 
Engadine High was a real thriller that wasn't  decided 
until the final minutes.  

 
Engadine went to an early 6 -0 lead before we hit back 
with a l ength of the field try by fleet - footed winger 
Daniel . However, by half time, Engadine had a lead of 
16 -6.  
 
The second half began with Heathcote attacking the 

Engadine line without success. We were still trailing 
16 -6 with only ten minutes left on the clock. But as 

Heathcote proved last year, they are ne ver beaten. 
Matt  swooped on a loose ball and beat a number of 
the opposition to score under the posts. With the clock 
winding  down, Dean  carried four Engadine players 

over the  line to lock the game up at 16 -all.  
 

Captain, Clinton , kept his 100% record for th e game 
and Heathcote led 18 -16. The strong Engadine 
forwards attacked the home defence during the final 
minutes but to no avail.  This was a great start to what 
promises to be another good season for the Heathcote 
boys. Every team member played exceptionall y wel l 

but th e match points went to Toby (3), Dean (2) and 
Matthew  (1).  
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School Cross Country Carnival  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On Friday the 27 th  March we conducted the School 
Cross Country in and around the grounds of the 
school.  We are extreme ly blessed with the 

surroundings we have at Heathcote High , being so 

close to the Royal National Park, so that the students 
enjoyed running on a proper cross country course. The 
num ber of student participants was  very high this year 
which led  to some very close finishes.  
 
The next event for the top twelve finishers in each age 
group was  the Zone Carnival held at Heathcote High 

School on Monday 11 May. Results will appear in the 
next issue.  
 
Thanks must go to all the student helpers from Y ears 9 
and 10 , wh o performed v ery well on the day and were 
a credit to the school. W ithout them the car nival would 

not go ahead as smoothly  as it did.  

  

PUBLIC SPEAKING AND 
DEBATING  
The year has begun for our Public Speakers and 
Debaters.   This year we have two Junior Deb ating 
teams (Years 7 & 8) and two Senior Debating Teams 

(Years 9 & 10).  Early in Term 2 these teams will be 
competing against other schools in the Shire in the 
Sutherland Shire Debating Competition  and the 
Premier 's Challenge .  The Year 10 team  compete o n 
Friday 22 May against Caringbah High.  We wish all 
these teams good luck.  
 

The first round of the Sutherland Shire Public Speaking 
Competition began late in Term 1 .  Two students 
competed in the Junior round,     
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Both students performed extremely well and delivered  

 
outstanding speeche s in the prepared section (three  
minut es) and the impromptu section (two  minutes).  
The topic the students presented was óAll that glitters 

isnôt goldô.  
 
The girls had four minutes to prepare a t wo  minute 

speech on this topic (try it yourself, it isnôt easy).  
They both represented Heathcote High extremely well 
and are a credit to our school.  Rachel was successful 
in making it through to the semi - finals of the 
competition to be held in Term 2. Co ngratulations to 
both girls.  
 

The Senior round kicked off wit h three students 
participating.  The girls did an exceptional job in a very 
difficult Semi - final.  Many experienced speakers 
competed.  All three did a superb job in their 
presentations. Fortunat ely, two of the students (Maree 

and Arielle) qualified for the finals of the Sutherland 
Shire Public Speaking Competition .  Only eight 

students are selected to compete in the finals of this 
competition (drawn from all schools in the Sutherland 
Shire, both public and private).  Two of the eight 
competitors are from Heathcote!  Thatôs an excellent 
result for our school.  Well done girls.  
 
Finally two students participated in the prestigious and 

highly competitive Sydney Morning Herald Public 
Speaking Competit ion :  This is seen as the premier 
competition for this age group.  Again, Heathcote can 
be proud of the great achievements by these students.  
Amy was selected to compete in the finals (an 
impressive outcome) -  well done to you both.  
 

Good luck to the many  students competing in the 
various Public Speaking Competitions and debates 
throughout Term 2.  We look forward to many more 
positive results.  

The U13 girls get rea dy for the start of their event  


